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Diary Dates 

Friday 16 May 
National Walk Safely to School day 

Police band visit  

Tuesday 20 May 
District Cross Country 

Governing Council  

Friday 23 May 
Assembly 9am  

Wednesday  28th - Friday 30th 

Year 2-6 Arbury Park Camp 

Thursday 29th May 

Class 1 and 2 ‘Reconciliation 

Connect’ 

Friday 30th May 

Class 1 and 2 visiting Restvale 

Monday 2 June 
State Opera incursion 

Thursday 5 June 
Newsletter out  

Friday 6 June 
Bush School classes 1-4 

Monday 9 June 
Public Holiday 

Tuesday 10 June 
Pupil Free Day– OSHC available 

Friday 13 June 
Assembly presented by Class 5 

Friday 20 June 
Mid Year Reception—

Transition visit #1 

Wednesday 25 June 
LPS students to visit kindy 

Friday 27 June 
Bush School classes 1-4 

Tuesday 1 July 
Rehearsal of Hills Music Festival  

Wednesday 2 July 
IM Band rehearsal at LPS 

Thursday 3 July 
Hills Music Festival 
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Dear parents and caregivers, 

Welcome to the first newsletter of the term 

– a term that promises learning, challenge 

and some exciting new developments. 

It was wonderful yesterday to travel with 

the whole school down to the city for all 

students to take part in the DreamBIG     

Children’s Arts Festival. This bi-annual     

festival is in its 50th year in 2025 and       

continues to provide wonderful exposure 

and experiences of the arts for children 

from all over the state. See over the page 

for all the fun from yesterday. 

I would like to thank all the staff for their 

positive and proactive support for the day. 

In particular, thank you to Rhiannon North 

who booked all the sessions, organised the 

timetable and won funding that subsidised 

the bus travel for the day! 

Thanks also to Mel, Tom, Michelle, Kirsty 

and Chantel who also supported the day as 

parent volunteers! 

Playberry Laser Phonology Program 

As you know, all our students engage daily 

in phonology lessons that form the building 

blocks of all reading, spelling and writing. As 

part of our continued commitment to     

ensuring that we deliver this program with 

fidelity and rigour, we engage with         

Playberry Laser regularly.  

On Wednesday last week, we welcomed 

Kate from Playberry Laser into school to 

observe Sonia, Beck and Simon Lock         

delivering the program and then providing 

feedback to the teachers. Kate was very  

impressed with what she observed. Kate 

was able to provide feedback and sugges-

tions to staff, to help in fine tuning and   

bringing incremental changes aimed at 

keeping our practice as effective as possible. 

On Monday 19 May, Kate will return to  

observe the other classroom teachers. 

Teachers find this practice highly valuable 

and supportive as they continue to refine 

their work. 

New Staff 

Some increased funding, staff on leave and 

the imminent prospect of the mid-year  

reception class means that I have been 

meeting with prospective new SSO staff 

over the last few weeks.  

Some of you may have met Ella Franco and 

ex-LPS student Maddy Boerth as they have 

settled into roles as SSOs this term. Please 

make them feel welcome to our school 

community if you see them in the yard. 

There is still the prospect of further new 

SSO staff joining our team over the coming 

weeks. 

Fulton Hogan 

Many of you would have seen the trucks 

and other machinery of infrastructure   

company Fulton Hogan around Adelaide 

and South Australia. Ashlee has applied to 

the Community Partnerships branch of   

Fulton Hogan to be supported in a ‘school 

beautification’ project. We have now heard 

that we have been successful in this applica-

tion. 

Next Thursday 22 May, Ashlee and I will 

meet on site with representatives from   
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Fulton Hogan to begin the next phase of this planning. We hope 

that the boarders of the school and  areas in the garden near 

and below the chicken run will be the major beneficiaries of this 

program. 

Playground Update 

It has been fantastic to see some progress on the playground 

over the last few weeks. As already mentioned, the poles for 

the new shade are installed and I heard yesterday that the roof 

structure and canopy are on track for installation in early June. 

Yesterday, LPS parent Josh Dornin and his team from Complete 

Concrete Co. began work on constructing the concrete edging 

that will define the playground area and retain the soft fall 

bark chips. This work is on track to be completed by the end of 

the week. 

As has become the norm on this project however, there is now 

a final hurdle to complete the work. There are only two       

suppliers in SA of the soft fall material that meet the necessary            

Australian Standard and due to a nationwide shortage, it will 

be later in the term before either of these suppliers will have 

the soft fall in stock.  

While this final delay is frustrating, we do have a date booked 

for delivery and for the first time, I can see an end to this most 

frustrating of projects! 

Complete Concrete have also remodelled our long jump         

pit, meaning that for Sports Day from now on, we will have a 

permanent and professional facility to use! 

Behaviour and Relationship Issues 

Over the last few weeks, I have spent considerable time, with 

numerous students and families working through actual and 

perceived instances of behaviour between students that does 

not meet our expectations. 

These instances inevitably, negatively impact other students in 

a variety of ways. These are situations we are keen to avoid 

and determined to support all students and families in          

resolving. 

 

If your child informs you of a situation that has affected them 

at school, please, do not hesitate to make contact with me. I 

would much prefer we work through things – even if they 

seem relatively minor – in the early stages, rather than let 

them develop into more significant concerns. 

Lobethal Tigers Debuts 

Finally, while this newsletter 

is not normally the place for 

news about local sports 

teams, there have been two 

very significant debuts for 

the Lobethal Football Club 

over the last few weeks. 

As many of you are aware, ex

-AFL player Charlie Dixon 

now plays for the Tigers and 

LPS students Willow, Indy 

and Hatty enjoyed meeting 

Charlie after his first game of the season!  

Then, last Friday night in the 

U/8 team our very own Ziggy 

played his first game for the 

club. Ziggy even managed to 

kick a point, although I am 

informed by a very reliable 

source (Ziggy!) that the    

umpire made a mistake and 

it was actually a goal! 

Here you can see Ziggy with 

teammate Gus after the 

game!  

Congratulations Ziggy!  

Have a wonderful end of the week, 

Mark Tucker 

Principal 

From the Principal Continued... 
Lobethal Primary School Newsletter      Issue 4 2025 



 

 

DreamBIG 2025 



Lobethal Primary School Newsletter      Issue 4 2025 

District Athletics Carnival  
On Wednesday, 3 April,  twenty four enthusiastic students 
represented our school at the District Athletics Carnival, at 
Cornerstone College. It was a fantastic day filled with       
energy, determination, and school spirit. 
Our students showed outstanding teamwork throughout the 
day. Everyone gave their best, cheering each other on and 
representing our school with pride. 
We’d like to celebrate some standout performances: 

 Addie placed first in the 10-year-old discus – a huge 
achievement! 

 Nala ran a strong race to place third in the 10-year-old 
girls 800m, and also earned second place in the 10-year-
old shot put. 

 Matilda with second in the 12-year-old discus. 

Congratulations to all the students who participated – your 
effort, sportsmanship, 
and team spirit made 

the school proud! 
For the adjusted overall results. Lobethal Placed ninth out of 
twenty-one schools competing. Fantastic effort.  

Community News 

Sports News 

SAPSASA Swimming 
On Thursday, 4 April, LPS students, Nala 
and Oscar, proudly represented the      
Adelaide Hills at the SAPSASA Swimming       
Carnival held at SA Aquatic and Leisure 
Centre.  

Competing in their respective age group 
50-metre freestyle relays, both students 
showed remarkable courage and           
determination in the pool. 

Taking part in a large regional event like 
SAPSASA is no small feat, and we         
commend Nala and Oscar for the          
tremendous effort they put into their    
races.  

It was inspiring to see their commitment 
on display, making our school community 
proud. 

Well done, Nala and Oscar! 


