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Dear parents and caregivers, 

Term four is always one of significant           

challenge in schools. It is a term of keeping 

many different balls in the air at the same 

time! There is much to be done to finish and 

finalise the current year, while also planning 

for the one that follows. 

Thank you to the parents who have let me 

know a preference for their child or children 

for next year. It is always good to receive this 

input, but taking into account that these     

requests are sometimes possible, sometimes 

challenging and other times, mutually          

exclusive. 

Many of these requests are based around 

friendship groups. While these are obviously 

important, there are several factors that go 

into constructing classes to ensure they are 

balanced. This balance needs to be from a 

range of perspectives – social, yes, but        

emotional, academic, gender and the need for   

further support are all things we must take 

into account.  

We will do our best to construct a group of 

classes that allow all students 

to thrive in 2026. 

While on the subject of class 

placements for next year, if 

your family will be leaving our 

school in 2026 – for whatever 

reason – please let me know 

sooner rather than later. One 

or two students leaving a cohort can make all 

the above judgments unbalanced if we are not 

aware of potential changes. 

Finally, it has been fabulous to connect with 

many prospective new students at school 

tours over the last few weeks. Many of these 

families already have connections to our 

school. Whether they are looking to join one 

of our 2026 reception intakes, or other year 

levels. If you know of anyone looking to enrol 

at LPS next year, please encourage them to get 

in touch with me or the front office as soon as 

possible so that we can finalise these numbers. 

Sports Day 

As you know, next Thursday we hold one of 

the most anticipated events of the year - 

Sports Day! Griffons will be aiming to win for 

the third year in a row, while Phoenix and 

Dragons will be looking to take the title! 

To be familiar with the running of the day, 

please take note of the information in the 

letter from Lizzie that was sent out via Seesaw 

yesterday. There is also timetable and menu 

information included in this newsletter. 

Sports day is a highlight every year. As          

supporters and spectators, please remember 

to allow for students to enjoy the space to 

compete without adults getting in the way. 

The fabulous team from our Parents and 

Friends Committee are still looking 

for volunteers to help cook on the 

BBQ, set up, serve on or pack up the 

stall.  

Please complete the Form here or 

scan the QR code to let us know you 

can help out for a short – or long – 

time next Thursday. 

As you know, earlier this year, we opened our 

new playground on the lower edge of he oval. 

This area has been an all-round hit,              

encouraging 

play between 
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Diary Dates 

Thursday 6 November  
Sports Day  

Friday 7 November  
Pupil Free day  

Week 5 Monday—Wednesday 
Year 6 Aquatics camp  

Monday 10 November  
2026 Year 6 Oakbank School 

Parent evening   

Tuesday 11 November  
2026 Year 6 Urrbrae High School 

Parent evening   

Friday 14 November  
2026 Reception transition visit  

9-10.40am 

Monday 17 November  
Life Ed—year 4,5 &6’s  

Thursday 20 November  
Newsletter out 

Mobile Library classes 3-6 

Friday 21 November  
Assembly 9am, - presented by 

Class 1 & 2 

Thursday 27 November  
Urrbrae AHS Transition day  

Friday 28 November  
2026 Reception transition visit      

9-12pm 

Monday 1 & Tuesday 2  
December 
Life Ed—year 4,5 &6’s 

Thursday 4 December  
Year 6 BHS transition visit  

Year 6 OAS transition visit  

Friday 5 December  
2026 Reception transition visit      

9am-1pm 

Colour Run  

Friday 12 December  
Last day of term four  

Early dismissal 2.10pm  

Reports home  
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students young and old! Adjacent the playground is our new 

long jump pit. We are thrilled to have this dedicated new      

addition to our facilities, and look forward to students jumping 

into nearly six tonnes of freshly installed sand! 

Pupil Free Day 

Please remember that on Friday next week, 7 December, we 

will hold our final pupil free day for 2025. On this day, staff will 

evaluate our qualitative and quantitative data sets from 2025 

and finalise learning priorities for next year. 

If you require the OSHC service on this day, please make sure 
you contact director, Nicole Christian 
(LPSOSHC.Director629@schools.sa.edu.au)as soon as possible. 
 

Lobethal Lights 

As many of you are aware, in 2024, the Lobethal Pageant      

reverted to its traditional date of 23 December. In 2025, this 

date is nearly two weeks into the summer holidays. This 

means that while there are teachers and staff members who 

may end up participating, this is not an event that can be 

driven or run by school staff.  

If you would like to help plan for families from LPS to take 
part in the pageant please let me know at 
mark.tucker238@schools.sa.edu.au as soon as possible. 
 
Transitions and School Zoning 

One of the things that makes Term Four so different from 

other times of the year are the various transitions that take 

place over the next few weeks at both ends of our school.  

On Friday 14 November, we will hold our first visit the      

cohort that will begin reception with us next year, while 

some of our year six students have already begun interviews 

at Birdwood High School. Other local highs schools will also 

hold events to welcome their year seven class of 2026.  

I have recently heard of some confusion in the local         

community about zoning or catchment areas for our local 

high schools.  

If you use the ‘Find a School’ tool on the Department for 

Education website, you will see that most of Lobethal is, and 

always has been, in the Oakbank School catchment area. 

Despite this, many, or even most of our students have been 

successful in asking to attend Birdwood as part of the       

state-wide transition process that occurs for year six stu-

dents each May. 

While Birdwood has been able to take these students as 

they have had this capacity in their year six intake in the 

past, this year is different. BHS is full at their year seven cap 

limit, and even have a waiting list, so some students have 

been allocated to Oakbank, despite having Birdwood as their first    

preference.  

Where families live in relation to the various bus routes is one of 

the determining factors that can be used by the enrolment and 

transition team. It is important to note that this process is        

centralised and our LPS staff have no influence or bearing in it. 

I would anticipate that most of our students will continue to be 

successful in attending Birdwood High School in the future,     

however if this capacity pressure continues at Birdwood, it may 

not see as many of our students attending there as in the past. 

If you have any questions about this process or anything else to 

do with your child’s schooling, please contact me through the 

Front Office, 

Kind Regards, 

Mark Tucker 

Principal 
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Class One and Two go on Safari! 

Yesterday we went to Monarto Zoo. First we got a bus, it 
took an hour to get there! 

Once we got there, we ate our food. Me, Louie, Killian, 
Bob, Hudson and Remy were playing Among Us. 

Then we got into another bus and a zookeeper came to 
show us the animals. 

My favourite animal that we saw on the bus was the lions. 

After lunch we saw the chimps—these were my favourite 
for the day. 

George, Class 2 
I went to Monarto Zoo on 

Thursday. We went on a 

bus trip and saw so many 

animals. 

My favourite animals 

were the lions because 

they nearly woke up! 

I loved watching the    

chimpanzee’. The baby 

was so cute while the 

mum carried it. 

We had the best day ever! 

Ella, Class 1 

My opinion is meerkats are the best 

animals at Monarto Zoo because 

they are so cute. 

Reason two is because they stand 

up. 

Reason three is because they act 

like humans. 

In conclusion, meerkats are the best 

animal. 

Lou, Class 1 

Meerkats are the best      

animals in the Zoo because 

they are cool. 

I like them 

They can run fast 

They are really good at 

climbing 

I love meerkats. 

Bailey, Class 1 
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Class 5 Market Stall   

LPS News 

As part of our learning in HASS, 
Class 5 have been learning about 
economics and the meaning of what 
it is to be a producer as well as a 
consumer.  

Students Created a product they 
could produce and sell as part of 
our class market. The students were 
so enthusiastic and really wanted to 
take this assignment into their own 
hands, so they went above and    
beyond in coming up with their 
product ideas, making or creating 

them 

and designing posters for each of 
their market stall.  

It was such a hit and amazing to see 
how many true entrepreneurs we 
have in class 5.  

Observing the pride and engage-
ment demonstrated by each stu-
dent throughout the process was 
exceptionally inspiring.    


