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Diary Dates 

Friday 20th February 

• 9:00am - Welcome Assembly 

• Parent morning tea with  

Madavi Nawana Parker  

Tuesday 24th February 
NAPLAN– Coordinated practice test 

for students in years 3 & 5 

Friday 27th February 

Mobile Library visit, Classes 3-6 

 

Monday 2nd March 
Year 6 Leadership conference 

Friday 6th March 
Volunteer Induction—PM session 

Monday 9th March 
Public Holiday—Adelaide Cup  

Tuesday 10th March 
Pupil Free Day  

11th— 23rd of March 
NAPLAN Testing Window – Year 3 & 
5 students 

Friday 20th of March 
Assembly 9am  

Tuesday 24th March 
Parent Teacher interviews 3.30—

7.30pm  

Thursday 26th March 
Parent teacher interviews 3.30—
5.30pm  
 

Friday 27th  March 
Mobile Library visit, classes 3-6 

Wednesday 1st April 
Parent teacher interviews 3.30—
5.30pm  
 

Thursday 2nd April 
Early Dismissal 2.10pm  
 
Friday 3rd  - Monday 6th April 
Easter Long Weekend  
 
Friday 10th April 

• 9:00am - Assembly 9am 

• Last day of Term 
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Dear Parents and Caregivers, 

It has been wonderful to welcome      

students for the 2026 school year. I 

have been very impressed with the    

positive and settled way students have     

begun the year. 

Our staff have worked hard to create 

calm, welcoming classrooms, and it has 

been great to see students start the 

year positively, including during our   

Water Safety lessons at the Woodside 

Pool, where they have behaved sensibly 

and responsibly.  

A warm welcome to our newest      

teacher, Lucy Wareham, who moves 

from the mid-year Receptions to the 

Year 4/5 cohort in Class 5. 

We are also delighted to welcome Ian 

Shaw as our new Nature Nurture leader 

in the garden. Ian brings a wealth of 

experience, including qualifications as a 

teacher and many years running his 

own garden services business. He has 

already been hard at work preparing the 

garden beds, and we look forward to 

sharing some of the produce in the 

coming months. 

Road Safety Reminder - Driving near 

LPS 

A timely reminder to all families about 

safe driving behaviour around the 

school, particularly during drop-off and 

pick-up times. Please ensure you treat 

School Road, Magpie Ave and Riley 

Street as a one way system. Do not   

travel back down the hill on School 

Road, even briefly, as this creates      

unsafe conditions for students and   

families.  

We ask that you follow these traffic  

directions and share this reminder with 

any family members or carers who may 

be doing school drop-offs or collections 

on your behalf. 

Welcome Assembly & Guest Speaker – 

Madavi Nawan Parker 

Following our Welcome Assembly next 

Friday, we are pleased to welcome 

Madavi Nawan Parker to speak with 

parents and caregivers, particularly   

families of our new and younger        

students. 

Madavi is a respected educator and    

parenting consultant who works with 

schools and families to support          

children’s wellbeing, independence and 

positive relationships. She will share 

practical strategies to help children 

settle into school routines and learning. 

I strongly encourage all families—

especially those new to 

our school community—

to stay on after the as-

sembly for this valuable 

session.  

Please scan the QR code to register. 

Occupant Warning System (OWS) 

This week, installation has begun on our 
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new Occupant Warning System (OWS). This system is 

an important safety upgrade that allows the school to     

communicate quickly and clearly with students and 

staff in the event of an emergency or urgent situation. 

The OWS strengthens our ability to respond to a range 

of scenarios, including lockdowns, evacuations and 

shelter-in-place procedures, and forms an important 

part of our site emergency management plan.         

Students will be gradually and appropriately              

familiarised with the system as part of our regular 

safety education. 

Volunteers at Lobethal Primary School 

Volunteers play an important role in supporting    

learning programs, excursions, camps and events at 

our school, and we greatly value the time and support 

of our families and community. 

New volunteers, or those with lapsed accreditation, 

are required to attend a short induction session: 

• Thursday 6 March (2:00pm) 

• Thursday 20 March (following Assembly) 

These sessions cover expectations, child safety and 

practical information. Families who are able to        

volunteer throughout the year are strongly               

encouraged to attend. 

School Council Annual General Meeting 

Our School Council Annual General Meeting will be 

held in the school meeting room at 6:30pm on       

Tuesday 24 February. All parents and caregivers are 

welcome to attend. 

If you would like to nominate for School Council in 

2026, please click this link in the electronic copy of the 

newsletter to download the nomination form. 

Pupil Free Day 

Reminder - The first pupil free day of 2026 will be held 

in Week 7, on Tuesday 10 March. 

Parent / Caregiver and Teacher Interviews 

These interviews will be held in Weeks 9 and 10 of this 

term and provide an early opportunity for families and 

teachers to connect and discuss learning and          

wellbeing of all students. 

Interviews are scheduled for: 

• Tuesday 24 March (3:30–7:30pm) 

• Thursday 26 March (3:30–5:30pm) 

• Wednesday 1 April (3:30–5:30pm) 

Mid-year reports will be sent home at the end of Term 

2, with a further opportunity for interviews early in 

Term 3 where needed. 

Assemblies in 2026 

We will continue to hold three assemblies per term, 

with one always on the final day of term and the     

remaining two spaced evenly throughout the term. 

As Term 1 is an eleven-week term, assemblies will be 

held in: 

• Week 4 – Friday 20 February 

• Week 8 – Friday 20 March 

• Week 11 – Friday 10 April 

Our first assembly next week will be a special one, 

with our Year 6 students introducing their Reception 

buddies to the school community. I hope as many 

families as possible are able to attend this special    

annual occasion. 

We look forward to welcoming families to assemblies 

throughout the year. 

Kind regards, 

Mark Tucker 

Principal 
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Strengthening whole school wellbeing through         

leadership, voice and connection 

This year, we are strengthening our wellbeing program 

with a focus on student leadership, inclusion and     

positive relationships across all year levels, ensuring 

every child feels supported, valued and heard. 

Student Government & Ministry Groups 

We are introducing a Student Government model for 

students from Reception to Year 6, led by our Year 6 

leaders. Mixed-age ministry groups will meet three 

times per term to build collaboration, leadership and 

student voice. Year 6 leaders will also meet regularly 

with Ashlee to plan and reflect on initiatives. 

The four ministry groups are: Sports & Health; School 

Matters; Fundraising & Community; and Environment 

& Sustainability. Students will plan activities, promote 

healthy habits, support community causes and lead 

sustainability projects.  

Year 6 students will also attend the Dream and Lead 

Conference on 2 March. 

Wellbeing Buddies (Year 5) 

Year 5 students will continue as Wellbeing Buddies, 

supporting inclusive play, assisting peers with minor 

issues and seeking staff support when needed, helping 

to build empathy and a culture of care in the yard. 

Lead & Learn Buddy Classes 

We have expanded buddy partnerships to              

whole-school Lead & Learn classes so every student 

has a buddy. Older and younger students connect 

through wellbeing, reading, STEM and collaborative 

activities, with student 

voice guiding planning. 

Celebrating Our Values 

Classes are revisiting our 

school values, reinforced 

through assemblies.       

Students demonstrating 

these values will receive 

pom-poms for the Values 

Jar, leading to a          

whole-school reward once 

the jar is full. 

Wellbeing news 

Our Cocoon Room provides a calm, supportive space 

for students to pause, regulate and reset, helping 

them return to learning ready and settled. 

With staff support, students use strategies such as 

calming techniques, sensory tools, breathing and    

reflection to build practical self-regulation and         

independence. 

The Cocoon Room supports restorative conversations 

after social conflict, helping students repair          

relationships, build empathy and strengthen social 

skills, contributing to a safe, inclusive school culture. 

Cocoon Room - Wellbeing Space 

Our refreshed Nature Nurture Program enters an    

exciting new chapter under our Garden Guru, Ian 

Shaw. More than a garden, it is a living classroom that 

supports connection, growth and wellbeing, with a 

focus on hands-on learning and sustainable practices. 

Students will be actively involved in planting,          

maintaining and harvesting, building responsibility, 

teamwork and pride in shared achievement, while also 

developing self-care skills. 

The program supports       

wellbeing by helping students 

slow down, connect with   

nature and enjoy the calming 

benefits of outdoor learning. 

We look forward to seeing 

the garden flourish under 

Ian’s leadership. Families are 

welcome to say hello when 

the program runs on      

Thursdays and Fridays . 

Nature Nurture 
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 Class 3 has started the year thinking about what it means to be curious!         

Curiosity is one of the dispositions embedded into the new South Australian 

Curriculum. 

First, we brainstormed as a whole class, some of the things we had won-

dered about. Then students worked in small groups to generate more ideas. 

Each child wrote their favourite ideas into their book and then chose one to 

add to their Curiosity Portrait. 

We will continue to pursue the idea of being curious and think about how 

students can show that they are curious…  

Curious Cats - Class 3 

Community News 


